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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

Culture and History in the Pacific, originally published by the Finnish 
Anthropological Society in 1990, has had a reputation among anthropolo-
gists studying the Pacific of being an excellent volume, but notoriously 
hard to get hold of. Around 2012, during a conference in Aarhus, Tuomas 
met a Danish anthropologist conducting research in Papua New Guinea 
and ended up in a conversation because of their shared research interests. 
After learning Tuomas came from Finland, the Danish anthropologist 
asked if Tuomas could access a copy of Culture and History in the Pacific, as 
it was, according to the Dane, “impossible to find”.

There was a small stash of the books in the storage of the Finn-
ish Anthropological Society. When this space had to be emptied, Matti 
Eräsaari, also a scholar of the Pacific, saved the remaining copies, aware as 
he was of the value of the volume. Copies of the book were given as gifts 
or sent to institutions, such as the National Research Institution of Papua 
New Guinea, but otherwise, the volume remained difficult to come by 
outside Finland.

Heikki had noticed the book being cited often in material culture 
studies, especially Marilyn Strathern’s article “Artefacts of History”. So, 
we had both come to the conclusion that the book enjoyed continuing 
interest, but was not readily available for readers. In 2016, one spring after-
noon at our shared office space, we started talking about the book and 
Heikki came up with the idea of republishing it as an open access version.

We asked The Finnish Anthropological Society what they thought of 
the idea, and the board gave us a thumbs-up. Next step was to contact the 
original authors (or estates), who graciously gave their permission for the 
project. Finally, after a scientific evaluation on the merits of a re-publica-
tion, Helsinki University Press agreed to be the publisher of this new edi-
tion, available now as print and open access digital version.
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So, what is the difference between the original edition and this one? 
Mainly, this edition has Petra Autio’s new Foreword, which assesses the 
contemporary significance and reception history of the book. Addition-
ally, we have corrected some typographical errors, and updated the refer-
ences to reflect their current publication status. We have modernized the 
spelling of Tongan, Hawaiian and Cook Islands Māori names by substitut-
ing apostrophes with ̒ okina, fakau a̒, and ̒ amata letters where appropriate 
and added missing diacritical marks. Aside from these changes, no addi-
tional language editing has been undertaken. All in all, readers should be 
confident that the new edition is as close to the original as possible. Due 
to careful typesetting by the Helsinki University Press, the page numbers 
of the new version match the original publication, allowing readers to fol-
low up citations to the original volume.

We wish to thank Jukka Siikala, the original editor, and all the origi-
nal authors for green-lighting this project, Petra Autio for recontextual-
izing the publication for a new audience as well as Aino Rajala and Leena 
Kaa kinen from Helsinki University Press for all the assistance, encour-
agement and patience during the preparation of the manuscript. We are 
very grateful for the financial support of the Kone Foundation, which has 
funded both of us, at one point or another, during these past years.

Helsinki, 1 December 2020
Tuomas Tammisto and Heikki Wilenius


